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Message from the President 
Greetings! This installment of our Preventative 

Measure Newsletter brings you the latest NCAEHA 

news and serves to announce our 2014 NCAEHA 

Spring Educational Conference to be held in Wash-

ington, DC on April 24th! I’m hoping that Mother 

Nature gets the memo when I say that this is our 

SPRING Educational Conference and that we’ve 

seen the end of frigid days and snow-clad streets. 

And I hope that you’re available to ring in the spring 

with your fellow NCAEHA members and join us for 

our conference! We have some really interesting and 

unique presentations for this conference. You may 

find the agenda on Page 9 for more information on 

our speakers and presentations. 

 

You may have noticed the new look of the Preventa-

tive Measure. This past year has been all about up-

grading our communications, and our Director of 

Communications has applied that to our Newsletter. 

Thank you, Pablo, for giving the Preventative Meas-

ure a much needed face lift! 

 

You may also recognize some new faces on our 

website soon (www.ncaeha.com). NCAEHA strives 

to highlight three local Environmental Health Spe-

cialists (EHS) in the Spotlight section of the 

webpage and to rotate this acknowledgement several 

times a year. Do you know of a NCAEHA member 

or local EHS that you’d like to highlight for a recent 

accomplishment, a job-well-done, or as an introduc-

tion? You may submit a candidate for the Spotlight 

by sending a picture and a short bio or summary to 

the Director of Communications at                      

pquinonez@ncaeha.com. 

 

Another area of focus for NCAEHA in 2014 is the 

professional advancement of our members. In re-

sponse to a member survey, NCAEHA in collabora-

tion with the City of 

Alexandria Health 

Department is hosting 

a Certified Pool Op-

erator Course on 

April 29-30 at the 

Chinquopin Recreation 

Center located on King 

Street in Alexandria, 

VA. Registration is 

open until April 18. To 

register or request 

more information, 

contact Michele How-

ard at 703-746-4868, 

or by e-mail at Michele.Howard@vdh.virginia.gov. 

NCAEHA is also hosting a Registered Environ-

mental Health Specialist (REHS) and Certified 

Professional-Food Safety (CP-FS) testing oppor-

tunity at the City of Fairfax Regional Library on 

May 22, 2014. Applications for this testing oppor-

tunity are due to NEHA by April 9. You may con-

tact our Vice President of Programs and Profession-

al Advancement with any questions you may have 

regarding application or preparation for these exams 

at kpybus@ncaeha.com. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you on April 

24th for another informative conference. As always, 

please let myself or any member of the Board know 

of any thoughts or suggestions you may have on 

how we may better serve you. 

  

Best Regards, 

 
Shannon McKeon 
 
NCAEHA President 
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March 25, 2014 | Geneva— 

In new estimates released to-

day, WHO reports that in 2012 

around 7 million people died - 

one in eight of total global 

deaths – as a result of air pollu-

tion exposure. This finding 

more than doubles previous 

estimates and confirms that air 

pollution is now the world’s 

largest single environmental 

health risk. Reducing air pollu-

tion could save millions of 

lives. 

New estimates 

In particular, the new data 

reveal a stronger link between 

both indoor and outdoor air 

pollution exposure and cardio-

vascular diseases, such as 

strokes and ischaemic heart 

disease, as well as between air 

pollution and cancer. This is in 

addition to air pollution’s role 

in the development of respira-

tory diseases, including acute 

respiratory infections and 

chronic obstructive pulmonary 

diseases. 

The new estimates are not only 

based on more knowledge 

about the diseases caused by 

air pollution, but also upon 

better assessment of human 

exposure to air pollutants 

through the use of improved 

measurements and technology. 

This has enabled scientists to 

make a more detailed analysis 

of health risks from a wider 

demographic spread that now 

includes rural as well as urban 

areas. 

Regionally, low- and middle-

income countries in the WHO 

South-East Asia and Western 

Pacific Regions had the largest 

air pollution-related burden in 

2012, with a total of 3.3 mil-

S e v e n  M i l l i o n  Prema-

ture Deaths Annual ly  

L inked to  A i r  P o l l u t i o n  
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lion deaths linked to indoor air 

pollution and 2.6 million 

deaths related to outdoor air 

pollution. 

“Cleaning up the air we 

breathe prevents noncom-

municable diseases as well 

as reduces disease risks 

among women and vulnera-

ble groups, including chil-

dren and the elderly,” says 

Dr Flavia Bustreo, WHO 

Assistant Director-General 

Family, Women and Chil-

dren’s Health. “Poor women 

and children pay a heavy 

price from indoor air pollu-

tion since they spend more 

time at home breathing in 

smoke and soot from leaky 

coal and wood cook stoves.” 

Included in the assessment is a 

breakdown of deaths attributed 

to specific diseases, underlin-

ing that the vast majority of air 

pollution deaths are due to 

cardiovascular diseases as 

follows: 

Outdoor air pollution-caused 

deaths – breakdown by dis-

ease: 

40% – ischaemic heart disease; 

40% – stroke; 

11% – chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease (COPD); 

6% - lung cancer; and 

3% – acute lower respiratory 

infections in children. 

Indoor air pollution-caused 

deaths – breakdown by dis-

ease: 

34% - stroke; 

26% - ischaemic heart disease; 

22% - COPD; 

12% - acute lower respiratory 

infections in children; and 

6% - lung cancer. 

The new estimates are based 

on the latest WHO mortality 

data from 2012 as well as evi-

dence of health risks from air 

pollution expo-

sures. Estimates 

of people’s ex-

posure to out-

door air pollu-

tion in different 

parts of the 

world were for-

mulated through 

a new global 

data mapping. 

This incorpo-

rated satellite 

data, ground-

level monitoring 

measurements 

and data on pol-

lution emissions 

from key sources, as well as 

modelling of how pollution 

drifts in the air. 

Risks factors are greater 

than expected 

“The risks from air pollution 

are now far greater than previ-

ously thought or understood, 

particularly for heart disease 

and strokes,” says Dr Maria 

Neira, Director of WHO’s 

Department for Public Health, 

Environmental and Social De-

terminants of Health. “Few 

risks have a greater impact on 

global health today than air 

pollution; the evidence signals 

the need for concerted action to 

clean up the air we all 

breathe.” 

After analysing the risk factors 

and taking into account revi-

sions in methodology, WHO 

estimates indoor air pollution 

was linked to 4.3 million 

deaths in 2012 in households 

cooking over coal, wood and 

biomass stoves. The new esti-

mate is explained by better 

information about pollution 

“Cleaning up the air 

we breathe prevents 

non-communicable 

diseases as well as 

reduces disease risks 

among women and 

vulnerable groups, 

including children 

and the elderly...” 

Dr Flavia Bustreo, WHO 

Assistant Director-

General Family, Women 

and Children’s Health 



 

 

Seven Mi l l ion Premature  Deaths…  (cont inued)  

exposures among the estimated 

2.9 billion people living in 

homes using wood, coal or 

dung as their primary cooking 

fuel, as well as evidence about 

air pollution's role in the devel-

opment of cardiovascular and 

respiratory diseases, and can-

cers. 

In the case of outdoor air pol-

lution, WHO estimates there 

were 3.7 million deaths in 

2012 from urban and rural 

sources worldwide. 

Many people are exposed to 

both indoor and outdoor air 

pollution. Due to this overlap, 

mortality attributed to the two 

sources cannot simply be add-

ed together, hence the total 

estimate of around 7 million 

deaths in 2012. 

“Excessive air pollution is 

often a by-product of unsus-

tainable policies in sectors 

such as transport, energy, 

waste management and indus-

try. In most cases, healthier 

strategies will also be more 

economical in the long term 

due to health-care cost savings 

as well as climate gains,” says 

Dr Carlos Dora, WHO Coordi-

nator for Public Health, Envi-

ronmental and Social Determi-

nants of Health. “WHO and 

health sectors have a unique 

role in translating scientific 

evidence on air pollution into 

policies that can deliver impact 

and improvements that will 

save lives.” 

The release of today’s data is a 

significant step in advancing a 

WHO roadmap for preventing 

diseases related to air pollu-

tion. This involves the devel-

opment of a WHO-hosted 

global platform on air quality 

and health to generate better 

data on air pollution-related 

diseases and strengthened sup-

port to countries and cities 

through guidance, information 

and evidence about health 

gains from key interventions. 

Later this year, WHO will 

release indoor air quality 

guidelines on household fuel 

combustion, as well as country 

data on outdoor and indoor air 

pollution exposures and related 

mortality, plus an update of air 

quality measurements in 1600 

cities from all regions of the 

world. 

NEHA ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE (AEC) & EXHIBITION  

The National Environmental Health Associ-
ation (NEHA) and the International Federa-
tion of Environmental Health (IFEH) will be 
bringing their two annual conferences to-
gether to exciting Las Vegas, July 7-10, 
2014. This unique event will highlight envi-
ronmental health issues and solutions 
from around the world! 

The NEHA/IFEH event will be held at The 
Cosmopolitan Hotel—a luxurious hotel 
overlooking the Las Vegas strip!  

Discounted room rates will be available 
starting at $139 USD per night plus taxes 
and fees. 

So mark your calendar and plan to be in 

Las Vegas, July 7-10, 2014 for an environ-

mental health event that you won't want 

to miss! 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Jasarevic, Tarik, and Glenn Thomas. "7 Million Premature Deaths 

Annually Linked to Air Pollution." WHO. N.p., 25 Mar. 2014. Web. 

30 Mar. 2014.  

L A S  V EG A S ,  N E VA DA • J U LY  7 - 1 0 ,  2 0 1 4  
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE IFEH 13TH WORLD CONGRESS  

http://www.neha.org/
http://www.neha.org/
http://www.ifeh.org/
http://www.ifeh.org/
http://www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/
http://www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/


 

 

 

James M. Wordsworth Scholarship     
The NCAEHA James M. Wordsworth Scholarship program was established to encourage early 
commitment by students to a career in environmental health and to stimulate professional 
growth in current environmental health professionals in pursuing graduate or postgraduate 
studies in environmental health sciences and/or public health.  Applications with original doc-
umentation must be received by May 1, 2014.  See page 8 for the application. 
 
 

Jerrold M. Michael Award    
Do you know of a professional who has contributed greatly to the environmental health pro-
fession?  If so, nominate the individual for the 2014 Jerrold M. Michael Environmental Health 
Professional of the Year Award by May 1, 2014.  The application is available on page 7. 

 

Each affiliate is invited to designate one of its members to receive a Certificate of Merit from 

NEHA, thereby nationally recognizing one of their own for outstanding contributions to the 

profession of environmental health. Nominate an environmental health professional by sub-

mitting a summary of their achievements to smckeon@ncaeha.com by June 1, 2014.  

Recipients are announced during the AEC awards program and in the Journal of Environmen-

tal Health. 

      Certificate of Merit Nomination  

Scholarship and Awards 

mailto:smckeon@ncaeha.com


 

 

Renew your Membership 
 

Complete the following application to renew your membership for 2014.   Mail the completed application with the appropriate 

membership fee (payable by check or money order to NCAEHA) to: 

 

Bruce Flippens, Treasurer 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW #361 

Washington, DC 20006 

 

Or renew online using paypal at www.ncaeha.com 

 

 
 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contact Telephone: ____________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Employer:    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Membership & Credentials – Check all that apply 

NEHA Member? Yes ___ No ___  

REHS/RS___ CFSP___ CEHT___ RET___ RHSP___ RHSS___ OTHER: _________________ 

Employer – Check one 

Academia___ Industry___ Private Consultant___ Retired___ Student___  

State Government___ Local Government___ Federal Government ___  

Classes of Membership – Select one  

___ Regular ($15)  

Any person who is actively employed in the field of Environmental Health as an environmental health specialist,  

sanitarian, or industrial hygienist or who is interested in the field of Environmental Health. 

___ Honorary Lifetime ($0)  

Past NCAEHA Presidents, Jerrold M. Michael Award recipients, or any person for unusually distinguished achievement 

or service in the Environmental Health field as conferred by the Board of Directors. Members in this class shall not be 

required to pay dues. 

___ Supporting* ($150)  

Any company, corporation or association with a general interest in and desire to contribute to the objectives of the  

Association.  Members in this class shall not have voting rights. 

___ Student ($5)  

Any student working towards a degree in Environmental Health or a related field. 

___ Silver  ($5)  

A retiree from active employment in the field of Environmental Health 

http://www.ncaeha.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=3


 

 

NEHA INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

  Yes! I’m joining NEHA today. My dues payment is enclosed. 

  Please send me more information on (please check all that apply): 

____ NEHA The following NEHA credential applications and information: 

____ NEHA E-News ____ REHS/RS (Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian) 

____ NEHA’s upcoming AEC & Exhibition ____ CP-FS (Certified Professional - Food Safety) 

____ NEHA Publications ____ CEHT (Certified Environmental Health Technician) 

____ NEHA Workshops ____ RET (Registered Environmental Technician) 

____ Becoming a SUSTAINING MEMBER ____ RHSP (Registered Hazardous Substances Professional) 

____ Becoming an EDUCATIONAL MEMBER ____ RHSS (Registered Hazardous Substances Specialist) 

____ Food Safety Training Materials (NEHA Food Safety Training) ____ NEHA National Radon Proficiency Program 

 

1. CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Name: _______________________________________________ Title:_____________________________________ 

Organization/Company: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________ State:___________ Zip Code:_________________ 

Daytime Phone: (        )____________________ Fax: (        )______________________ 

Area of Expertise: ________________________  E-Mail: _________________________ 

Referred by (if applicable) __________________ Membership ID # _________________ 

 

2. MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

Enclosed is $_____ for one year’s dues as an INDIVIDUAL MEMBER of the National Environmental Health  

Association. 

[Dues:Individual, $95 per year (U.S. & Canada) and International, $125 per year. All memberships begin when payment is received 

 and are renewable each year.] 

 

3. METHOD OF PAYMENT:  

______ Check enclosed 

______ Mastercard or Visa 

Card #_______________________________________   Exp. Date_____________________ 

Signature_____________________________________ 

 

4. FAX OR MAIL TO: 

National Environmental Health Association 

720 S. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 1000-N 

Denver, CO 80246-1925 

Phone: 303-756-9090 Fax: 303-691-9490 E-Mail: staff@neha.org Internet: www.neha.org 

 

 

 

09/09 WEBIMEM         



 

  
 
 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 
 

NOMINATION FORM: 
JERROLD M. MICHAEL AWARD 

(ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR) 
 

 
 
NOMINATED BY: 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Job Title: __________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________________________________ 
E-Mail: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
NOMINEE: 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Job Title: __________________________________________________ 
Employer: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please attach a brief (one page or less) explanation of the reasons you believe that the above named 
individual should be selected as this year’s Jerrold M. Michael Award recipient.  Specifically describe 
how this person has contributed to his or her employer’s environmental health mission, to the goals of 
the National Capital Area Environmental Health Association, and to the advancement of the environ-
mental health profession. 
 
 
THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE MAY CONTACT YOU FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
 
Nominations may be sent either by postal service or email to the NCAEHA President and must be re-
ceived by May 1, 2014. 
 
Send complete nominations to:  
 
Shannon McKeon 
Fairfax County Health Department 
10777 Main Street, suite 111 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
smckeon@ncaeha.com 

mailto:smckeon@ncaeha.com


 

 
 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 
 

James M. Wordsworth Scholarship Application 

Name (Last, First, Middle Initial): _________________________________________________ 

Permanent Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State:__________________ Zip Code:_________________ 

Telephone Number: _______________________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________ 

Are you an active member of the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)? _YES/NO_ 

Are you an active member of the National Capital Area Environmental Health Association (NCAEHA)? YES/NO 

Education (list most current first) 

 

 

Year and date of expected graduation from current program: __________________GPA:_______ 

Employment history (list present employer first): 

 

 

Write a short summary of your professional achievements, including any major contributions you have made that resulted 

in the increased protection of human health and the environment.  (Not to exceed one type written page, attach addi-

tional page if necessary) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List civic groups and other community activities of which you are a member.  Also, note any special honors received. 

(Attach additional page if necessary) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Send completed application by May 1, 2014 to: Fairfax County Health Department, Attn: Shannon McKeon, 10777 Main 

Street, suite 111 Fairfax, VA  22030, Fax: 703.653.9448  

Email: smckeon@ncaeha.com 

School Major Dates Degree 

        

        

        

Employer Job Title Years Employed 

1.     

2.     

3.     

mailto:smckeon@ncaeha.com


 

 
NCAEHA 2014 SPRING  

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE AGENDA 
THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014 

DC Department of the Environment 
1200 1st Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20002 
Room #718/719  

*Sign in on the 5th Floor 
 

MORNING SESSIONS 
8:00AM – 9:00AM General Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 
9:00AM – 9:20AM Welcome and Opening Remarks 
   Denise T. Lucas, District of Columbia Representative  

Dr. Rikin Mehta, Sr. Deputy Director, Health Regulation Licensing Administration, DC Dept. Of Health 
   Shannon McKeon, NCAEHA President   

 
9:20AM – 10:05AM Preventing Food Borne Illness with the Food-Safe Schools Action Guide: Creating a Culture of Food Safety 
 Marion Hinners, 
 Senior Food Safety Specialist 
 USDA, Food & Nutrition Service 
    
10:05AM – 10:20AM Morning Break 
 
10:20AM – 11:05AM Don’t Mess with Mercury  
   Dana Robison, 

LT, US Public Health Service  
Environmental Health Scientist  
ATSDR Liaison Office to EPA Headquarters  
      

11:05AM – 11:50PM Hooka: An Emerging Public Health Issue 
Robert L. Sudler, Jr., 
Program Manager, Food Safety Hygiene Inspection Service Division 
DC Department of Health  

 
11:50PM – 12:50PM LUNCH  (On Your Own) 

 
AFTERNOON SESSIONS 

 
    12:50—1:10PM       NEHA Updates 
   Shannon McKeon, President 
   National Capitol Area Environmental Health Association 
 
1:10PM – 1:55PM Innovations in Food Processing: Molecular Gastronomy 
 Ruben Garcia, 
 Director of Research and Development 
 Think Food Group 
 
1:55PM – 2:10PM Afternoon Break     
    
2:10PM – 2:40PM Organic Foods: What does it all mean? 

Shannon Nally Yanessa, 
   Standards Division 
   USDA National Organic Program 
 
2:40PM – 3:25PM High Times in DC: Medical Marijuana in DC 
   Ivory Gene Cooper, 
   Sanitarian, Food Safety Hygiene Inspeciton Service Division 
   DC Department of Health 
 
3:25PM  – 3:45PM  Special Announcements and Closing Remarks 

Denise T. Lucas, NCAEHA District of Columbia Representative 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Fee: NCAEHA members - $15.00 and  non-members $30.00 
(Payment accepted  onsite – Cash, Check or Credit Card) 

(4.5 contact hours available for full day attendance.) 



 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 April 24, 2014     

        NCAEHA Spring Educational Conference,  

     Washington, DC 

 

 July 7-10, 2014     
        NEHA Annual Education Conference & Exhibition 

     Las Vegas, Nevada 

Mark your  
calendars!  
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