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Ahhhh, Spring! It feels 
great to see daylight 
when I leave the office, 
to have packed away my 
winter clothes, and of 
course, to bring you our 
Spring Educational Con-
ference! Due to the dis-
tant memory of inclem-
ent weather in January, 
our Winter Conference 
was delayed which has 

led to us pushing our Spring Conference into 
May. But that way we ENSURE we actually have 
spring-weather for the day. You never know in 
the metro area in April. We could’ve face snow 
again! But I expect sunshine, flowers (read: pol-
len) and intriguing speakers to welcome us for 
our Spring Educational Conference on May 19 at 
the DC Department of Health. I hope that you’ll 
be able to join us! For more information on our 
presentations, the agenda for this conference 
may be found on Page 9. 

I would like to highlight that one of the speakers 
for the conference is Ms. Mamta Chaudhari, the 
NCAEHA 2015 James M. Wordsworth Scholarship 
recipient. Each year, NCAEHA offers this scholar-
ship to a student with exceptional academic 
standing, community involvement and contribu-
tions that result in the increased protection of 
human health and the environment. Mamta will 
be speaking to our group about her studies, par-
ticularly her work with researching the role of 
social isolation on heat deaths. NCAEHA is very 

excited to hear more about her project and to 
continue to support her as she enters the public 
health workforce. 

In NCAEHA news, we are teaming up once again 
with the Alexandria Health Department to pro-
vide our members with a Certified Pool Operator 
Course May 4 and 5. This course not only pro-
vides classroom training, but allows attendees to 
tour a water recreational facility and see a pump 
room first-hand. We would like to thank the Alex-
andria Health Department, and in particular 
Michele Howard, for hosting this opportunity for 
our members! If you have thoughts on continuing 
education or credentialing opportunities that you 
would like NCAEHA to provide, please contact 
Kristen Pybus, our Vice President of Programs 
and Professional Advancement, 
at kpybus@ncaeha.com. We will continue to de-
velop opportunities for our members throughout 
the year. 

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you on 
May 19th for another informative conference. As 
always, please let myself or any member of the 
Board know of any thoughts or suggestions you 
may have on how we may better serve you. 

  

Best Regards, 

Shannon McKeon 

NCAEHA President 

https://mail.fairfaxcounty.gov/owa/redir.aspx?REF=3oUw9h3KxggVFeBwI1kLv67tC8uHPiwj8Av4DH3e0JdbJEkvF3LTCAFtYWlsdG86a3B5YnVzQG5jYWVoYS5jb20.


 

 

The first commercial 
U.S. test to diagnose 
Zika virus won emer-
gency use authorization 
from the Food and Drug 
Administration Thurs-
day. 

It's a rare piece of good 
news as states and the 
federal government 
struggle to get out 
ahead of the Zika virus 
epidemic as it makes its 
way north to the U.S. 

Quest Diagnostics says 
it should be able to han-
dle any demand for the 
test, which uses the 
same method that gov-
ernment labs use to 
look for Zika virus in a 
patient's blood. 

"Having a commercial 
company like Quest in-
volved in testing is es-
sential," said Dr. Rick 
Pesano, an infectious 
diseases specialist who 
is vice president of re-
search and develop-
ment for Quest. 

Right now, people who 
suspect they are infect-
ed with Zika don't al-
ways find it easy to get 

 

 

First Commercial Zika Virus 
Test Gets FDA Approval 

 
         NBC News 

tients for Zika virus 
RNA," the company 
said in a statement. 

"Until now, the only Zika 
tests authorized by the 
FDA under EUA were 
available from the CDC 
and were only used in 
qualified laboratories 
designated by the CDC. 
Quest Diagnostics 
plans to make the new 
test broadly available to 
physicians for patient 
testing, including in 
Puerto Rico, early in the 
week of May 2, 2016." 

The test uses a tech-
nique called RT-PCR to 
find pieces of the virus 
in blood. It only works 
while a person is actual-
ly infected — it cannot 
find evidence of past 
infections. 

"We expect most pa-
tients to be in a health 
plan and may therefore 
receive some coverage 
benefits depending on 
the type of health plan, 
region and other fac-
tors," a spokeswoman 
for Quest said. 

"We also offer an unin-
sured patient price of 

tested. Only govern-
ment labs have had ap-
proved tests and doc-
tors wanting to test pa-
tients have to go 
through their state or 
local health depart-
ments. 

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention recommends 
testing for pregnant 
women who have 
symptoms of Zika, who 
have traveled to areas 
where Zika is spreading 
while they are pregnant 
or who have had sex 
with someone who has 
Zika. 

Now doctors can order 
the $500 test through 
Quest, which says it 
can get results three to 
five days after it arrives. 
Quest has its own sys-
tem of vans that pick up 
samples and get them 
to an airport for quick, 
refrigerated shipment. 

"The test is the first 
from a commercial la-
boratory provider to be 
granted an EUA 
(emergency use author-
ization) for testing pa-

http://www.cdc.gov/zika/hc-providers/qa-pregnant-women.html
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/hc-providers/qa-pregnant-women.html
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/hc-providers/qa-pregnant-women.html


 

 

First Commercial Zika Virus Test… (continued) 

$120 for patients who 
lack health insurance 
and whose providers 
have verified their pa-
tient is eligible." 

Zika is spreading 
across dozens of coun-
tries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and 
it's been causing severe 
birth defects, including 
brain damage that re-
sults in microcephaly. 
It's also suspected of 
causing nerve condi-
tions including the para-
lyzing Guillain-Barre 
syndrome. 

Zika has already been 
reported in 426 travel-
ers in the United States, 
including 36 pregnant 
women, according to 
CDC's latest count. 
With 40 million people 
traveling between the 
U.S. and Zika-affected 
regions every year, 
CDC expects more trav-

elers to turn up infected 
with the virus. 

It's spreading locally in 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and 
American Samoa, 
where 596 cases have 
been reported, including 
56 pregnant women. 

But the CDC does not 
expect an epidemic in 
the continental U.S. The 
virus is spread mostly 
by Aedes aegypti mos-
quitoes, which only 
thrive in very warm are-
as. And because most 
Americans live with 
screens and air condi-
tioning, there's unlikely 
to be enough mosquito-
human contact to sus-
tain an epidemic, alt-
hough there may be 
small, local outbreaks. 

All confirmed cases of 
Zika must be reported 
to the CDC so it can 

track them. 

The U.S. government 
is battling to get Con-
gress to approve $1.9 
billion in emergency 
spending for Zika. It 
says part of that money 
would go to help step 
up testing capacity. 

"We can increase ca-
pacity as needed," Pe-
sano told NBC News. 

One struggle now is 
testing enough people 
to know how many are 
infected with Zika and 
what percentage of 
them have symptoms, 
and what percentage of 
pregnant women who 
get infected end up hav-
ing babies with birth de-
fects. 

Zika causes vague 
symptoms — a rash, a 
fever, headache and 
muscle aches. In past 
outbreaks, most pa-
tients do not even know 
they are infected, and 
the virus is related to 
and resembles dengue 
virus and chikungunya.  
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
Fox, Maggie. "First Commercial Zika Test Gets FDA OK." NBC 
News. N.p., 28 Apr. 2016. Web.  

http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/zika-virus-outbreak/congress-struggles-get-deal-pay-zika-virus-defense-n562956
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/zika-virus-outbreak/congress-struggles-get-deal-pay-zika-virus-defense-n562956
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/zika-virus-outbreak/congress-struggles-get-deal-pay-zika-virus-defense-n562956


 

 

 

James M. Wordsworth Scholarship     
The NCAEHA James M. Wordsworth Scholarship program was established to encourage early 
commitment by students to a career in environmental health and to stimulate professional 
growth in current environmental health professionals in pursuing graduate or postgraduate 
studies in environmental health sciences and/or public health.  Applications with original doc-
umentation must be received by May 1, 2016.  See page 8 for the application. 
 
 

Jerrold M. Michael Award    
Do you know of a professional who has contributed greatly to the environmental health pro-
fession?  If so, nominate the individual for the 2016 Jerrold M. Michael Environmental Health 
Professional of the Year Award by June 1, 2016  The application is available on page 7 or on 
the website. 

 

Each affiliate is invited to designate one of its members to receive a Certificate of Merit from 

NEHA, thereby nationally recognizing one of their own for outstanding contributions to the 

profession of environmental health. Nominate an environmental health professional by sub-

mitting a summary of their achievements to dlucas@ncaeha.com by June 1, 2016.  

Recipients are announced during the AEC awards program and in the Journal of Environmen-

tal Health. 

Scholarship and Awards 

http://www.ncaeha.com/#!scholarshipawards/cega
mailto:dlucas@ncaeha.com
mailto:smckeon@ncaeha.com


 

 

Renew your Membership 
 
Complete the following application to renew your membership for 2016.   Mail the completed application with the appropriate 
membership fee (payable by check or money order to NCAEHA) to: 

 
Victoria Griffith, Treasurer 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW #361 

Washington, DC 20006 
 

Or renew online using PayPal at www.ncaeha.com 
 
 
 

 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contact Telephone: ____________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 
 

Employer:    ____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Membership & Credentials – Check all that apply 

NEHA Member? Yes ___ No ___  

REHS/RS___ CFSP___ CEHT___ RET___ RHSP___ RHSS___ OTHER: _________________ 

Employer – Check one 

Academia___ Industry___ Private Consultant___ Retired___ Student___  

State Government___ Local Government___ Federal Government ___  

Classes of Membership – Select one  

___ Regular ($15)  

Any person who is actively employed in the field of Environmental Health as an environmental health specialist,  

sanitarian, or industrial hygienist or who is interested in the field of Environmental Health. 

___ Honorary Lifetime ($0)  

Past NCAEHA Presidents, Jerrold M. Michael Award recipients, or any person for unusually distinguished achievement 

or service in the Environmental Health field as conferred by the Board of Directors. Members in this class shall not be 

required to pay dues. 

___ Supporting* ($150)  

Any company, corporation or association with a general interest in and desire to contribute to the objectives of the  

Association.  Members in this class shall not have voting rights. 

___ Student ($5)  

Any student working towards a degree in Environmental Health or a related field. 

___ Silver  ($5)  

A retiree from active employment in the field of Environmental Health 

http://www.ncaeha.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2&Itemid=3


 

 

NEHA INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

  Yes! I’m joining NEHA today. My dues payment is enclosed. 

  Please send me more information on (please check all that apply): 

____ NEHA The following NEHA credential applications and information: 

____ NEHA E-News ____ REHS/RS (Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian) 

____ NEHA’s upcoming AEC & Exhibition ____ CP-FS (Certified Professional - Food Safety) 

____ NEHA Publications ____ CEHT (Certified Environmental Health Technician) 

____ NEHA Workshops ____ RET (Registered Environmental Technician) 

____ Becoming a SUSTAINING MEMBER ____ RHSP (Registered Hazardous Substances Professional) 

____ Becoming an EDUCATIONAL MEMBER ____ RHSS (Registered Hazardous Substances Specialist) 

____ Food Safety Training Materials (NEHA Food Safety Training) ____ NEHA National Radon Proficiency Program 

 

1. CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Name: _______________________________________________ Title:_____________________________________ 

Organization/Company: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________ State:___________ Zip Code:_________________ 

Daytime Phone: (        )____________________ Fax: (        )______________________ 

Area of Expertise: ________________________  E-Mail: _________________________ 

Referred by (if applicable) __________________ Membership ID # _________________ 

 

2. MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

Enclosed is $_____ for one year’s dues as an INDIVIDUAL MEMBER of the National Environmental Health  

Association. 

[Dues:Individual, $95 per year (U.S. & Canada) and International, $125 per year. All memberships begin when payment is received 

 and are renewable each year.] 

 

3. METHOD OF PAYMENT:  

______ Check enclosed 

______ Mastercard or Visa 

Card #_______________________________________   Exp. Date_____________________ 

Signature_____________________________________ 

 

4. FAX OR MAIL TO: 

National Environmental Health Association 

720 S. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 1000-N 

Denver, CO 80246-1925 

Phone: 303-756-9090 Fax: 303-691-9490 E-Mail: staff@neha.org Internet: www.neha.org 

 

 

 

09/09 WEBIMEM         



 

  
 
 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 
 

NOMINATION FORM: 
JERROLD M. MICHAEL AWARD 

(ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR) 
 

 
 
NOMINATED BY: 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Job Title: __________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________________________________ 
E-Mail: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
NOMINEE: 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Job Title: __________________________________________________ 
Employer: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please attach a brief (one page or less) explanation of the reasons you believe that the above named 
individual should be selected as this year’s Jerrold M. Michael Award recipient.  Specifically describe 
how this person has contributed to his or her employer’s environmental health mission, to the goals of 
the National Capital Area Environmental Health Association, and to the advancement of the environ-
mental health profession. 
 
 
THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE MAY CONTACT YOU FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
 
Nominations may be sent either by postal service or email to the NCAEHA Vice President of Member-
ship and must be received by June 1, 2016. 
 
Send complete nominations to:  
 

 Denise T. Lucas 
 Government of the District of Columbia 
 899 N. Capitol Street NE 
 2nd Floor – Food Safety Division 
 Washington, DC 20002 
 Dlucas@ncaeha.com 



 

 
 

National Capital Area Environmental Health Association 
 

James M. Wordsworth Scholarship Application 

Name (Last, First, Middle Initial): _________________________________________________ 

Permanent Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State:__________________ Zip Code:_________________ 

Telephone Number: _______________________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________ 

Are you an active member of the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)? _YES/NO_ 

Are you an active member of the National Capital Area Environmental Health Association (NCAEHA)? YES/NO 

Education (list most current first) 

 

 

Year and date of expected graduation from current program: __________________GPA:_______ 

Employment history (list present employer first): 

 

 

Write a short summary of your professional achievements, including any major contributions you have made that resulted 
in the increased protection of human health and the environment.  (Not to exceed one type written page, attach addi-
tional page if necessary) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

List civic groups and other community activities of which you are a member.  Also, note any special honors received. 
(Attach additional page if necessary) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Provide one letter of recommendation from either the school in which you are currently enrolled, an active NCAEHA 
member, or a current or past supervisor 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Send completed application by May 1, 2016 to: Denise T. Lucas, Government of the District of Columbia, 899 N. Capitol 
Street NE, 2nd Floor – Food Safety Division, Washington, DC 20002, Dlucas@ncaeha.com 

School Major Dates Degree 

        

        

        

Employer Job Title Years Employed 

1.     

2.     

3.     



 

 
 

NCAEHA Spring Educational Conference 
May 19, 2016 

The DC Department of Health, 899 North Capitol Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002 
Room 406/407 

 
8:30-9:00 General Registration (Coffee and Light Breakfast) 
    
9:00-9:05 Welcome and Opening Remarks  
  Dawn Adams, NCAEHA DC Representative  
  Shannon McKeon, NCAEHA President  
 
9:05-9:15 Keynote Speaker Remarks   
 
9:15 -10:00 DC’s Response to the Nuclear Summit 
  Victoria Grover-Fletcher, Sanitarian 
                        DC Department of Health 
 
10:00-10:45 Tales from the Food Safety Audit Trail  

Vicki Griffith, President 
Griffith Safety Group 

 
10:45-11:00 Morning Break 
 
11:00 – 11:45 Current Status of Zika Virus in the Americas 
  Andy Lima, Senior Environmental Health Specialist 
  Fairfax County Health Department—Disease Carrying Insects Program 
 
11:45 - 12:15 The Role of Social Isolation Upon Heat Deaths 
  Mamta Chaudhari, 2015 James M. Wordsworth Scholarship Recipient 
  Milken School of Public Health, The George Washington University 
 
12:15-1:15  Lunch (On Your Own) 
   
1:15 -1:30 NEHA Update 
 
1:30 – 2:30 Active Shooter Preparedness Training – “How to Respond to and Active Shooter Event” 
  Lieutenant Robert (Bob) Medairos, Arlington County Police Department OEM Liaison 

Arlington County Office of Emergency Management 
 

 
2:30 – 3:00  FDA-CFSAN Retail Food Safety Update 

Stephen Hughes, Consumer Safety Officer 
FDA/CFSAN/Office of Food Safety, Retail Food Policy Team 
 

3:00 – 3:15 Afternoon Break 
 
3:15 – 4:00 Why a MAHC? 

Michele Howard, Environmental Health Technical Specialist 
Alexandria Health Department 
 

3:55 – 4:00 Special Announcements and Closing Remarks 
  Dawn Adams, NCAEHA Virginia Representative 
                        Shannon McKeon, NCAEHA President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Fee: NCAEHA members-$15.00 and non-members $30.00  
5 contact hours available for full day attendance 

Please RSVP if you plan to attend to rsvp@ncaeha.com by COB 5/16/16 

mailto:rsvp@ncaeha.com


 

 

 May 19, 2016     
        NCAEHA Spring Educational Conference 

     DC Department of Health, Washington, DC 

      

 June 13-16, 2016 

        NEHA 2016 AEC  

     San Antonio, TX 
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